Information for Parllamentarians

The Asian Parliamentarans Forum  also
provides  several other tools for
Parliamentarians and Senior Parliamentary Staff
to assist them in enhancing their effectiveness
a3 ICT decislon-makers

These include:;

= A "Policy Wateh®™ repository that comprises
ICT policy decuments from countries in Asla,
inchuding regular policy updates from these
countries

= A collection of case studies and best
practices showcasing ICTAD initlatives in
Asia

# Links to relevant ICT4D websites and
resoUrces

A Sourcebook for Parliamentarians

An online resource that serves a3 a practical,
"how to guide® to Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) for
development
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Introduction

As developing natlons begin to witness how
advancements in the field of Information and
Communication Technelogy (ICT) have begun
to make considerable impact on the political,
social and economic structures within their
respective  communities, it has become
increasingly difficult for governments to kgnorne
the importance that ICT has and will play in
soclo-economic development.

Parliamentarians and other senior decision-
makers are compelled to take on an active role
in the management of change within their
communities, specifically where ICT is used for
development,

The Asian Parllamentarians Forum has been
created to helghten awareness among Asian
policy makers on the role of ICT today.

Objectives

The goals of the Forum include the:

* Dissemination of select information to
Parliamentarians and Senlor Parliamentary
staff  Involved In  Information and
Communication Technolegy for Develop-
maent (ICT4D)

* Provision of a platform for Parliamen-
tarians to share their wviews and
experiences, and thus, make available, a
single point of reference for evaluating ICT
decisions

* Building of a network of Aslan Parliamen-
tarians, thereby enhancing south-south
cooperation and information sharing

The Online Forum

This Online Forum is designed to facilitate
networking and dialogue among users. We
encourage Asian Members of Parliament to
register and share their perspectives and
views on ICT for development and the role of
Parllamentarians  in  promoting and
Iimplementing ICT4D policies and projects

Once registered, Parliamentarians will be
able to post comments and queries to the
entire network while having access to
everyone else's postings, thereby becoming
part of a larger network.
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