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JUST  CHECKING  . . . Abdullah looking at how computers  in the Mobile Internet Unit, which is housed in a RM605,OOO  bns,
functions.  Standing behind him are Saleh  (foregmund)  and Mimos Berhad chah-man  Tan Ski  AZJIUUI  Hashim.  - NST picture  by
Shukor Rahim .

Efforts must be made
to fkther develop ICT
By Sarban Singh
PETALING  JAYA,. Pri. -
There is a need to mtensify
and further develop the
country’s information and
communication technology
to bridge the gap between
the “information rich and
information poor” Malay-
sians.
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mad Badawi said despite
various efforts by the Gov-
ernment to develo

7
the sec-

ter. there was sti 1 a wide
a;; in terms of knowledge

computer literacy
among the people.

The Govemment ,  he
said, was also aware that
the number of Mala sians
who owned personaY com-
puters was Iow.

Data compiled this year
showed that the PC “pene-
tration rate” in the United
States stood at 450  sets per
1.000 people.

In Japan. it was 223  com-
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we Will not be
taken a ack by these Bg-
ures  . . . however we have to

&
roperly plan and increqe
ese figures to,rniL$z

fszry levels,

He was s
launching t  e  country’sr

aking after

fïïst Mobile  _ Internet. U-t+
at Sekolah Menengan  Ke-
bangsaan Seafield in Su-
bang Jaya here.

n&s among students and
teachers on the importance
of~~fg~w&$e:~~ii~
cle” to allow teaçhers and
students to have access to
information and gain expe-
rience in the fleld.
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Development Programme
and the DRB-Hicom Group.,

Abdullah said although
the number of servers in
the world totalled 43.2 mil-
lion, only 0.1 per cent were
in Malaysia.

He. said t h e  Covem-
Fg’ $gy&” t;g
mentally ready to face the
thalle

Y
es of the “electron-

ic worl “.
The latmching  o f  t h e

Mn].  he said, was a positive
effort to help create aware-
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A ~I.LXU~  ~JUS equlppea
with ICT facilities  and 20
computers Will provide an
“electronic classroom” ex-
perience to 20 schools in Se-
langor.
fio facilitators from LMi-

mos would urovide  trainina
to teachers &d students. -

The UNDP T;;rodm;
uss75,ooo

!Y
ant while Automotive

ration (Malaysia) Sdn
Bhywhich  cornes under
the Hicom stable sponsored
the RM805.000  bus.

Findings from this six.

grammes elsewhere.
Schoo l s  chosen w e r e

those not included Frnt$
Government’s
p”l *nio

i?
amme, Com-

ducation  pro-
gramme or other similar
ICT initiatives conducted
by non-govemmental or-
ganisations.

4 ,memorandum  .of cq-op
eration was ais0 si
day between the EIF

ea to-
ucation

Mmistry, UNDP, Mimos
Berhad and the ACM to es-
tablish  a smart partnership
in developing the MIU pro-
gramme.

Also present at the
launch were National Infor-
mation Technology  Council
altemate chairman  Profes-
sor Datuk Mohd Zawawi Is-
mail, who represented Edu-
cation Minister  Datuk Seri
Najib Tun Razak, Mimas
president Tengku Datnk  Dr
Mohd Azzman Shariffa-

deen, UNDP resident repre-
sentative tir Malaysia, Sin-
gapore and Brunei Phillip
Young and DRB-Hicom
Group chairman  Tan Sri
Mohd Saleh Snlong.

Tengku Azzman said Mi-
mos would donate a multi-
media computer and a Jar-
ing account to each of the
20 schoois

This was to encourage
schools and parent-teacher
^^^^^ :^4.:^..”  +r. ,aiSOC;LdCIuIIJ Lu ireate a  ,
fund to build proper com-
puter labs at schools.

Said Abdullah: “1 suggest
that this programme be
studied thoroughly. If the
project is successful. we
Will then seek funds under
the Eighth Malaysia Plan
to expand the MIU con-
cept.”

He said Mimos was also
willing  to provide advice to
other States which were in-
terested to implement the
MlU scheme.


