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Mobile Net unit for rural schools
1

Pilot  programme; Abdullah  on boaT&the  cyber coach  ot
the launch of the MIU pilot.

By Nur Aida Mustaffa

TWENTY rural schools in
Selangor  have hem select-
cd as pilot recipients of
the mobi le Internet  uni t
(MIU) programme, initiat-
ed by Mimas 13erhnd un-
der the electronic comnttt-
n i t y (e-cotnmuttity)
project.

A c c o r d i n g  to Mimas’
presitlent and chief execti-
tive o f f i r r r  Tengkrt  Datuk
Dr Moht l  Azzman Sharif-
fadeen, the p r o g r a m m e
Will provide an opportuni-
ly f o r  teacliers an t l  stu-

dents in ttir rural :trfw to

nccess t h o  Intc~rnct antl
learn more abolit cotnput-
et-s and other rclated as-
pects.

“We hopr the prngt-atnmp
Will he rxt~andcd to othrr
St:*tPS. nid WC’  i1I‘P  rnost
willina to f o r t n  :t stnart
partnership w i t l t  othet-
parties on a sitnilar vcn-
turc.” he saicl a t  a  Press
conferencP  i n  conjunction
with the launrh of the pi-
lot MIlt programme nt SP-
kolnh MrttengCth K(ll>itttg-
saan ( S M K )  Scafield i n
Subang Jaya last wrek.

Thc t~vrttt  was offici;ttt>tl
I,y l)qntty l’ritttc>  Mittistrlr
Datuk S e r i  Ahdullalt Alt-
m:lrl  Ilatlawi

‘I’lit~ pilot prograttitttt~  i s
a collnl~orative Pffort t)6>-
tween Mimos. t l t e  F:dura
t i o n  Mittistrv.  llrtilc~tl Na
tiotts 1)(~~(~lo~~ttif~ttt  I’I‘o-

gratttme (UNIIl’)  nttd A~I-
totnativP  Corporation (M)
Sdn Rhd.

Automntivc Corporation
bas dotiatrtl ;i hrts o r  cy-
ber coac-lt  whilr> M i m o s
contrihutctl  2 1  units of
ttiultimrdia rotnputcrs. a
Web set-ver and a ttaam of
Cyber Tour guides.

UNI)T>  mranwhilr  cott-
trihtrtctl  nbout IJS$‘ï5,000
(RM285.0003 for thc hard-
ware, softwarc~ nnd oltc’ra-
tien COS~.

Total invrstment for thc
ltilot projtc‘t is cstimatcd
at ]<Ml .6 million.

T e n g k u  AZzmitn saiti
Mimas woultl tlonnte i\
tnultimrdia rotnputor witli
Intcrnct ;IC(‘CRS t o  f,ach
st~ltor~l.  Tlt~ s~~1tc~ol.s  Will
also P;IC~ rf>ft4v(a a .I;*rittt:
;lcc’ollttt  :1nd fivc  rttrg:l-
bytes of tttetitory  spacp itt
tlte .Jnring srrvpr.

IJntlrr the progrntnmc.
stuclents Will hé> taugltt b:i-
SiC computing, hasir
Internet and integration of
i n f o r m a t i o n  techtiology
(IT) in cliissro0ms  via the
cyber coach w h i c h  w i l l
make  i t s  r ounds  w i t h i n
tltfa ttcxt six tnonths.

‘I’hc,rt> Will  I)V twcl s(>s-

siotis dttritit: f>;tch visit.
‘l‘llf~ ttiI~rnitig sc~ssiott.
whiclt  tnkcs up fivr, hours.
Will  c;tl(lr t o  Forni Ont~
studtlnts  whilr  the nfter-
norm session, whic,h t:rkes
rip two ~OIII~S. is for tcnclt-
prs :tnd  0th~~  studcnts.

ï’cngku Asztnan higlt-
lightc~cl ;t ttrttnl~c~r  o f  ch;tl-
lf~ngc~ whic.li nr~ci t n  IN>
ovf~rcc~mf>  witlt tli(J arlvt~ttt
o f  thf> itif~~rtii;~tioti  (‘ont-
tti~~~ii~~ntion  tt~c~lttic~log~
(l(:T).  ott~ of wlti<.lt  is tltc’
ittïr(‘;tsittz pnp Ibrtwrcn
tltt, ittfo~ric~lt  atitl itifo-pocjt
comttiutiity.

“ A s  W C  a re  migratittg
itito thc> clcctrotiic world.
t hrrc is ;I grP;it  nretl for
us to c,onvitiçr thcx ron-
muni@  th;tt ICT is lwrc to
ht‘lp thr~ttt  improvr tht>ir
daily livc5” lie said.

Ilt‘nrt>. thr nt‘st chnl-
icngc is to rrrntc  thr
awarfanf’ss a ni 0 ii g t h c
conit~~tttiity  a s  failurr tn
ri0 SO Will rcsult  in a ~otii-
titrtnity  w i t h  l n w  sf>lf-cs-
tc~f~tn  atitI littIf>  st~lf~~~otifi~
<lt~tl~t~. hP adtld

III ltis spt’c‘c‘h, A~~tlrrll;?l~
sait1  tli6lrP WilS  i i  nwcl fol
nthrr hodirs such as tlte
Edtt(:atiott Ministry, N;I-
tional I,ibrary, and Infor-
mation Drpartment  to ori-
etttatc thr i r  rx is t ing scrv-
ices such  as the ttiotClc Ii.
brarics hnsed on the MIIJ.

“This is il positive>  effort
in  creat ing a knnWltdgr
socirty csp~~cially those in
111~  rut21 arr7is.”  I~I> snid.


