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Equipped with basic IT knowledge
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“Working on this project is
exciting as sometimes you
literally teach students from
scratch. -

“For example, in their first
lesson, most students know
nothing about using a com-
puter, keyboard or mouse,”
he says adding that many are
intimidated by the technolo-
gy and worry that one wrong
touch or command will
wreck the computer.

Hence, the MIU teaches
students the very basics of
IT — how to operate a com-
puter, use a mouse, do word-
processing, use the internet
and search engines, e-mail as
well as learning to create a
simple webpage.

Check and balance
Although the project is under
the NITC, it is supported by
various partners.

“We have an educational
expert from Universiti
Malaya who monitors the
project and tells us how we
can further improve too,”
says Kang.

The expert, Assoc Prof
Zulkifli A. Manaf, who is
head of Universiti Malaya’s
Pedagogy and Educational
Pschology Department, says
his task is to monitor the pro-
ject to ensure it meets its ob-
jectives.

“We do this by giving the

students guestionnaires
before and after their expo-
sure to I'T. We check whether
their skills, knowledge and
attitude  to IT have
improved,” he says.
Although it is still too early
to gauge the success of the
unit, Zulkifli says he will
eventually have to submit a
report to all parties involved.

Thumbs up, say teachers
and students

Just two months after its
launch, schools are already
reaping the benefits of the
unit.

Says Muskammal of SM
Sungai Rawang,“It has been
very positive so far. At least,
if nothing else, it will give
our students the basic knowl-
edge on IT. Now, when they
leave school, they will have
some IT skills.

He adds that although in
the beginning, it took some
coaxing to get the students to
use the computers, they now
“love” it.’

“They were initially wary
...they did not want to be re-
sponsible for damaging the
expensive machines!

“Now, they really like the
lessons,” he says.

The project co-ordinator
for SM Sg Pelek, P.
Tamilchelvan, says the
response from his students
has been “overwheiming".

“It is a good opportunity

for the students as most
would not have access other-
wise,” he says.

One such student is K.
Tamilarasi, 13, who had
never touched a computer
before the cybercoach came
to the school.

“In the beginning, 1 was
worried about using the
wrong keys. The facilitators
have been very patient with
me,”" she says.

Her friend, Mohd Zaki,
also 13, is so enthralled by
what he has learnt that he
has decided that he will
study IT when he finishes
school.

However, it is not just the
students that have benefitted
from the MIU.

Teacher Zaiton Md Isa
says she understands more
about computers now. “Pre-
viously, I only used the com-
puter to set examination
questions,” she says.

At SMJK Sg Pelek, princi-
pal Kamariah Haroon says
when the project has ended,
all the students who bene-
fited from the project will

be Pembimbing Rakan
Komputer.
“They will help their

schoolmates master the use
of a computer,” she says.

The next step...East
Malaysia?

Although the project has
not yet been launched in

Sabah and Sarawak, Prof
Datuk Dr Zawawi Ismail,
joint chairman of NITC’s
working group on E-Learn-
ing, says both Mimos and

Universiti Malaysia
Sarawak (Unimas) are
working out ways to make it
possible.

“We are looking for indus-
try support so that we can
have mobile units in Sabah
and Sarawak as well.

“Sarawak will be an
interesting place to intro-
duce the unit to as schools
are mostly located in the
interior. Therefore, the im-
pact of new technology on

these students will be
tremendous,” he says.
He adds that because

Sarawak is such a big state,
one unit would not be suffi-
cient.

“We would need more than
just one unit, and therefore
we need bigger support,”
says Dr Zawawi, who is also
the vice-chancellor of Uni-
mas.

Kang adds that while
Mimos could provide the
expertise needed, the respec-
tive state governments
should also play a part in set-
ting up units in East Malay-
sia.

1 Those who are intcrested
in the MIU can go on a virtu-
al tour of the coach at
http:www.miu.nitc.org.my/




