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| Ttotheless

The Multimedia Super Corridor and the

Multimedia University bear testimony to

e

Malaysia’s approach towards IT. TO ensure

the less privileged are not left behind, a project

has been launched to reach out to them,

writes V. Gayathry.

¢¢ our kampung was
your world. Then
one day, this huge
bus emerges in a cloud of dust
and stops inches away from
you. The door opens revealing
a huge room with lots Of TVs.
You decide to skip your usual
fishing session %‘h the gang.
This is something you just
have to investigate. Two hours
later; you emerge blinking into
the -sunlight. "You have just
bear; to London Zoo, Mars and
Niagara Falls> Oh yes, and
yois've also learnt how to use
samething called a mouse.
Your heart is still pounding.
Nothing will ever be the same
again. Now the world is vour
kampung.”

This concern is genuine as
there are people out there
who cannot afford the luxury
of using computers, what
more own them. While com-
puters have become and
parcellof city folks’ lives, the

-.same ‘cannot be paid about
the less privile; groups in
interior areas where owner-
ship - of technology-based
tools is still minimal.

A’d this will-give rise to
the disparity i” access to the
téchnology betweent h e
haves and have-nots.

The :distinction of rich
and poar does not necegsarily
refer to the financial status of
individuals or groups, rather
it isthe access and obportuni-

So reads the tagline by ties available, that are of
the National Information ‘more serious concern.

Technology Council’s (NITC)
project to bring the wonders
of "computer technology to
schools. | o

This is not & illusion or
some science fiction story. It
is for real and it is taking
place in Malaysia. It is the
Cyber Coach” - Malaysia’s
first Mobile Internet Unit
(MIU). g

WEé all have, at some point
in our lives, seen and eve’
enjoyed the facilities of the
mobile library which used to
traverse in the kampungs,
taking with it a whole “ew
world contained in itS many
books. Based on a similar
concept, the MIU was
launched recently to bring
the world of IT to school-
children who do not have the
means t0 get acquainted with
this technoloav which has
become the way of the pre-
sent and future.

The MIU was born out of a
smart_ partnership een
the Education Ministry,
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), Auto-
motive Corporation (M) Sdn
Bhd and Mimas Bhd. It is one
of NITC's projects under the
E-Learning banner to ensure
that all Malaysians have a
place and role in the E- World.

Amidst all the hype about
IT and what it ca’ 'do to ele-
vate the status of society,

there isthis nagging fear that |

certain sections of society
will be left behind in the mad
rush to be equipped with IT
skills and knowledge.

It is this concern which
prompted the authorities to
launch the MIU. For a star-t,
20 schools in Selangor will bé
involved in the pilot project
to introduce computer and
Internet facilities to pupils.
The project also received a

RM300,000 in contributions
from the UNDF!

UNDP resident represen-
tative for Mdg?{l_sa, Singpore
and Brune, Phillips Young
says the project is a working
model that will bridge the gap
in terms of awareness
access to IT.

“It will promote sustain-
able development and also
contribute towards a better
living standard.”

He strongly believes that
the move will succeed in
bringing the less privileged
into the mainstream society
by increasing their education
and {Ob opportunities.

“It has been proven that
access to IT skills ca’ bring
people out of the poverty
cycle” Young says.

MIU pr%ect manager
Kang Wau Chin of Mimos
Bhdsays_ while the concept is
not new, its significance can-
not be dismissed as merely a
school pmject as it serves to
determine the quality of
manpower produced by the
country.

“If we look through the
many websites, we cd' fmd
that the use of mobile facili-
ties to introduce computer
technology to the rural areas
has already taken place.

“What we have done i S
customise the method and
content to suit local needs,”
she adds.

For a start, the target
group is Form One students
in schools, mainly in the
urban marginalised and
rural areas which are not

of the Smart School pro-
Ject or the Computer in
Education Programme by the
Education Ministry.

“This iS an important cri-
teria as we want to pmvide
the platform for those on the
fringes of the rapid develop-
ments taking placein IT,” she
explains.

Some schools, Kang points
out, have a population of only
200 students and they are des-
perately jn need of help.

Aslong as the children are
eager, the MIU is sure to
make a difference, S h e
believes.

Abdullah gives the thumbs up aller launching the mobile Internat unit at a

school in Subang Jaya.

“The best thing about chil-
dren is that they are not afraid
of technology and don't need
any persuasion. They are
more computer-friendly com-
pared to the older generation.
We are capitalising on this sit-
uation to get the project
going,” she says.
~ However, she stresses that
it is important to have corre-

nding support and enthu-
slasm from the adults, not
only in schools but also in the

0mes,

“The school must be
genuinely interested in the
prO{ect and has the full sup-
port of the Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA).

“We cannot isolate the %ar»
ents from the project as they
are the key players who will
determine whether the chil-
dren go on or quit learning
the skills,” she explains.

Realising that financial con-

straints will not allow some
students to have computers at
home she hopes that state
departments and libraries will
be able to top up the facilities at
schools or at least offer more
computer labs in their premis-
es which are easily accessible
to students. .

“We have briefed the
school principals as well as
the respective PTAs and edu-
cation departments onhow to
maximise the benefits of the
][JI'OJ ect.” Two facilitators

mm Mimos will be at hand to
guide students as well as the
teachers in using the comput-
er and Internet. At each ses-
sion, the luxury coach which
was contributed by ACM, can
accommodate 20 students at
the same number of comput-
er terminals.

The Cyber Coach will
spend one day in each school
but it will also make afollow-

uﬁ tri Ip weeks later to assess
the level of interest and
efforts taken by the schools to
sustain the project on their
own.

.. “We will not leave them
empty-handed as Mimos will
give the participating school
one Comj)uter fully equipped
with the Jaring account and a
SMB web space on the Jaring
server. This is to ensure that
there is continuity in the
awareness and learning
process,” shesays. .

« Young adds that the facili-
tators will also assess the
exIsting facilities and infra-
dructure in the schools and
information will be relayed to
the authorities for future
planning. o,

Then, comes the question
of power _supgly which is the
most crucial factor.

“There is nothing to worry
about as schools without elec-
tricity cd' effectively partici-
gii in the project. This_is

use the bus is equipped
with a generator set so that it
doesn’t have to depend on
external power,” Kang says.”

Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said when launching
the project that the govern-
ment will provide allocation
in the 8th Malaysia Plan
depending on the success of
MIU. This means tha the
inadequacies in the schools
will be addressed. R

Asked about the target of
the project, Kang _saﬁs they
are generous With their
expectation as they hope that
100% of the students will
make Use of their knowledge
to improve themselves.




