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Bring$ng IT to the less privileged
^__

The Multimedia Super Corridor and the

Multimedia University bear testimony to

Malaysia3 approach towards IT. TO ensure

the less prikleged  are not left behind, a project

has been launched to reach out to them,

writes ‘c! Gayathry.

64 OUT  kampung  wasYyour world. Then
one &x this huge

bus emerges  in <I  cloud of dut
and  stops inche.5  amay fmm
you. The door  opens reuealing
a huge  mm with bt,s of TV.%
Yov  decide  tn s k i p  your mua1
ftiing session
T&s  is someth

‘tb  the gang
“ifg you just

houe to inuesttgate.  Tuw  twun
M?~~OU  WIZQI&Y  bltnking  intn
tk$ -sunlight. -You haue  just
hem to London  Zoo, Mars  and
N i a g a r a  .F,zlls~  O h  .ves,  and
yok’ue also leamt how to use
sqmething  called  a muse.
Your heart  is  still pounding.
Nothing Will  euer  be the same
awin. New the world is YOW

This conter” is genuine as
there are people out there
who Can”ot  afford the luxury
of using computers,  what
more own them. Whlle  com-
puters  bave tecorne part and
Pa+*f  City follrs’  lives.  the

..s+ne.camot  b+ paid about
the less  privlleged groups in
intefior  areas where owner-
shib - o f  technology-based
tools l.s stilI  minhnal.

A”d thls  wiLgive rise to
the disparlty  i” access to the
téch”ology  between t h e
baves and bave-nets.

The ,distinction of rich
and poor $O~S na neceaarily
refer to the tïnancial  status of
individu& or erouos. rather
it is theaccess  i”d o*o6otiuni-

SO rëads  the tagline by ties available,  that are of
the National Information more serious conter”.
Technology  Council’s  (NITC) It is this conter” which
project to bring the wonders prompted the authorities to
o f  conmuter  technoloav  to launch the MIU.  For a star-t.
schools:

_.
20 schools in Selangor will bé

This is not a” illusion or involved  in the pilot project
some science fiction storp It to introduce computer and
is for real and it is taking Internet facllities to pupils.
place in Malaysia. It is the The project also received  a
Cyber Coach - Malaysia%  RM300,OOO  in contributions
first Mobile Internet Unit from the UNDF!

“What we bave done i s
customise the method and
content to suit local needs,”
she adds.

For a start, the target
group is Form One students
in schools, mainly in the
urban marginalised and
rural areas which are not
part of the Smart Schoal  pro-
ject or the Computer in
Education Programme by the
Education Ministry.

“This  is an important cri-
teria  as we want to pmvide
the platform for those on the
fringes of the rapid develop-
ments taking place in IT,” she
explains.

Someschools,  Kangpoints
out, bave  a population of only
200 students and they are des-
perately jn need of help.

As long as the children are
eager, the MIU is sure to
make a  difference,  s h e
believes.

Abdullah gives the  thumbs  up  aller launching tha  mobile Internat unlt  at a
school  in Subang  Jaya.

“The best thing about chil- straints  will  net allow some
dren is that they are not afraid students  to bave computem  at
of technology and don? need home she hopes  tliat state
any persuasion. They are departments and libraries will
more computer-friendly com- be able to top up the facilitii at
pared to the older  generation. schtils or at least  otTer  more
We  are capitalisinp on this sit- computer la& in thelr p&
uation  to get the project es whicb  arr easily  accessible
goiug,”  she says. to students.

However, she stresses that “We bave b r i e f e d  t h e
it is important to bave carre school principals  as well  as
sponding support and enthu- the respective PTAs  and edu-
siasm fmm the adults, not cation departments  on how to
only in schools but also in the maximise the benetïts of the
homes. project.” Two facilitators

“The school must be fmm Mhnos  will  be at hand to
genuinely interested in the guide students as well  as the
project and has the full  sup- teachers in uslng the comput-
port of the Parent-Teacher er and Internet. At each ses-
Association @‘TA). sion, the luxury  coach which

“Wecannot isolate  thepar- was contributed  by ACM, cari
ents from the project as they accommodate 20 students at
are the key players who will the same number  of comput-
determine whether the chil- er ter-min&
dren go on or quit learning The Cyber Coach wiIl
the skills,”  she explains. spend one day in each school

Reallslng  that fmancial  con- but it wlll  also make a follow-

UP trip weeks later  to assess
t h e  level  o f  interest and
efforts taken by the schools  to
sustain  the project ,o” their
0v.m_...

“We wlll  net leave  them
&npty-handed as Mhnos  will
give the participating school
one computer ftiy equipped
with the Jaring account and a
5MB web space on the Jwing
server.  This is to ensure  that
there is continuity in the
awareness  a”d learning
process,”  she says.

* Young adds that & facili-
tators will also assess  the
exlsting facllities and h&a-
structure in the schools and
information will be relayedto
the authorities for future
planning.

Then,  cornes the que&;
of power supply which is the
post crucial factor

“There  is nothing  to worry
abat as schools without  elec-
tricity ca” effectively  pariici-
pate in the project. This.is
becaw the bus is equipped
with B genemtorset  $0 ttlAt  it
doesn’t bave to depaul  on
exterual  paver.”  Kang says.’

Deputy Prime Mi”@ter
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said when launching
the project that the gover”-
ment will pmvide allocation
in the 8th Malaysia” Plan
dependiig  on the success of
MIU. This means  that the
inadequacies  in the schools
wlII be addressed.

Asked about the ta& of
the project, Kang says they
a r e  generous  w i t h  their
expectation as they hope that
100% of the students will
make use of their  knowledge
to impmve themselves.

tMIU1.  -’

Wé ail bave, at some point
in oui lives, see” and eve”
enjoyed the facilities of the
mobile library  which used to
traverse in the kampungs,
takina  with it a whole “ew
world-contained in its many
books. Based on a similar
concept, the MIU was
launched recently  to bring
the world of IT to school-
children who do not bave the
means to get acquainted with
this technoloav which has
become the w%k of the pre-
sent and future.

The MlU  was born out of a
smart  partnership between
t h e  E d u c a t i o n  Ministry,
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP),  Auto-
motive Corporation (M)  Sdn
Bhd and Mimas Bhd. It is one
of NITC’s  projects under the
E-Learning banner  to ensure
that a11 Malaysians  bave a
place and role  in the E- World.

Amidst  ail the hype about
IT and what it ca” do to ele-
vate  the status of society,
there is this nagging fear that
certain sections of society ’
wlll  be lef? behind in the mad
rush to be equipped with IT
skills and knowledge.

UNDP resident  represen-
tative for Malaysia, Singpore
and Brunei, Phillips Young
says the project is a working
mode1 that will  bridge the gap
in terms of awareness  and
access ta IT.

“It Will promote sustain-
able development and also
contribute  towards a better
living standard.”

He strongly believes that
the move  Will  succeed in
bringing the less privileged
into the mainstream  society
bv increasbw? their  education
&d job oppoÏ-tunities.

“It has been prove” that
access to IT skills ca” bring
people out of the poverty
cycle,” Young says.

MIU project manager
Kang Wau Chin of Mimos
Bhd says while the concept is
net “ew, its significance can-
not be dismissed as merely a
school pmject as it serves to
determine the quality of
manpower produced by the
country

“If we look through the
many websites,  we ca” fmd
that the use of mobile facili-
ties to introduce computer
technology to the rural areas
bas already taken place.
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